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Remarks 

In the instant application, Claims 2-15 have been cancelled new Claims 1 6-27 
have been added. 

Reiection under 35 U.S.C. S 1 12 

Claims 6, and 13-14 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 11 2, second paragraph^ 
as being indefinite. With the cancellation of these claims, the rejection is now rendered 
moot. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. S 102(e) 

Claim 1 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 02(e) as being anticipated by US 
Pub 2003/0220500 (hereinafter "the '500 publication"). It is submitted that the present 
Application was filed on October 14, 2003 and claims foreign priority to October 15, 
2002, which is now perfected based on the attached verified translation of the German 
Patent Application. The earliest effective date for the '500 publication is April 25, 2003 
since the foreign priority date is not considered an effective US filing date under 102(e). 
See MPEP §2136,03- As such, by perfecting the priority of the instant application, the 
'500 publication cannot be used as a prior art reference. Withdrawal of the rejection is 
respectfully submitted. 

Reiect!Qn.uMy,,3mS.^Q>.^^^^^ 

Claims 1-6 and 1 3-15 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b} as being 
anticipated by JP 09136807 ("the '807 reference"). The "807 reference does not 
disclose a degree of substitution for potassium and/or sodium in the range of 3.5 to 4.0 
and a degree of substitution for hydrogen in the range of 0 to 0.5. As such, the '807 
reference does not teach all of the features o1 Claim 1 , as amended. Withdrawal of the 
rejection is respectfully requested. 



CH-7828 -5- 



PA6E8/24'R(»fl)AT1l31i20071:58:16PM[Ea$tiNrnS^^^ 



•01731/2007 13:46 4128091054 



LANXESS 



PAGE 09/24 



Rejection under 35 U.S.C. S lQ3fal 

Claims 7-12 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C- § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over JP 091 36807 in view of DE 351 71 02 or EP 205748 and further in view of Keller et 
al. (US Patent No. 3,799,756). 

Claims 7-12 have been cancelled from the instant application, thus, rendering 
this outstanding rejection moot. Withdrawal of the rejection is hereby requested. 
However, the Applicants submit that the '807 reference does not teach or suggest the 
features of any of the instant claims, as stated above. Further, the DE and/or EP 
reference do not add to the '807 reference to cure the deficiencies of the '807 
reference. Therefore, the any combination of these references does not render the any 
of the instant claims obvious. 

In >^ew of the foregoing, Claims 1 and 16-27 are now believed by the Applicants 
to be in condition for allowance. A prompt response to this Amendment in the form of a 
Notice of Allowability is hereby solicited. 
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APPENDIX 
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